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 UNIT 1  Extension

1
Read the text. Then answer the questions.

	The Virtual School

It’s 8.28 in the morning. School begins in two minutes but Patsy Miller is still wearing her pyjamas. Patsy won’t be late for school because she doesn’t need to get dressed or even leave her house. She just needs to turn on her computer to get to school. Patsy is a student at the new Virtual School in New Mexico, in the United States. This is an on-line school and the students do all their schoolwork and their homework online!

At the beginning of each school day, the students log onto their computers in order to get into their virtual classrooms. A virtual classroom is a private on-line space on the Internet. Students and teachers communicate online in private chat rooms. Students e-mail their homework to their teachers and they do all their tests online. 

Patsy thinks it’s a great way to study but she is a very sporty, outgoing person and she misses playing sport with her friends at school. She also feels chatting online isn’t the same as hanging out with friends.



1.
Why can Patsy go to school in her pyjamas?


2.
What is a virtual school?


3.
What is a virtual classroom?


4.
How do teachers and students communicate?


5.
What can’t you do at a virtual school?

2
What are the advantages and disadvantages of a virtual school? Complete the chart with information from the text and add your own ideas. 

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	

	
	

	
	


3
Complete the sentences with the correct word from each pair of homophones.


1.
We have ………………… be at school in …………………minutes. (to, two) 


2.
………………… are my new pyjamas? I want to ………………… them. (wear, where)


3.
I ………………… you had a ………………… car. (knew, new) 


4.
………………… teacher is over ………………… . (there, their) 


5.
I must find a ………………… to ………………… this suitcase. (weigh, way)

4
Imagine you are a new student at a virtual school. Write a paragraph describing yourself to your classmates. Include the following details:


•
what you look like and where you’re from


•
your hobbies and free time activities


•
why you are studying at the virtual school
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